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and Health Review Commission, and 
other pending nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, February 27, 
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Perspective on protecting the 
electric grid form an electromagnetic 
pulse or geomagnetic disturbance.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Indian Affairs is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, February 
27, 2019, at 2:30 p.m , to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘The 45th anniversary of 
the Native American Programs Act and 
the establishment of the Administra-
tion for Native Americans.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, February 27, 2019, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Made in China 2025 and the Future of 
America Industry.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CYBERSECURITY 
The Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 

of the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, February 
27, 2019, at 2.30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
The Subcommittee on Personnel of 

the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, February 
27, 2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Cyrus Johnson, be granted privileges of 
the floor for the balance of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AMERICAN HEART MONTH AND 
NATIONAL WEAR RED DAY 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 83, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 83) designating Feb-

ruary 2019 as ‘‘American Heart Month’’ and 
February 1, 2019, as ‘‘National Wear Red 
Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. McCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 83) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 84, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 84) celebrating Black 

History Month. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure? 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. McCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 84) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 28, 2019 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, Feb-
ruary 28; further, that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, morning business 
be closed, and the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Wheeler nomination under 
the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 

previous order, following the remarks 
of our Democratic colleagues. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I am 
here today to talk about climate 
change and about our climate crisis. 

Climate change is an existential 
threat to our country and the planet. 
We know this because the world’s lead-
ing scientists—the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change—just made that very warning 
last year. The U.N. report told us that 
we have very limited time until we are 
past the point of no return and the 
most catastrophic impacts of climate 
change are irreversible. Our own Fed-
eral scientists across 13 Agencies also 
just warned in the ‘‘National Climate 
Assessment’’ that the impacts of cli-
mate change are not in the future but 
are happening in our communities 
right now. Here is what all 13 Federal 
Agencies said: ‘‘Our efforts do not yet 
approach the scale necessary to avoid 
substantial damages to the economy, 
environment, and human health.’’ 

These are Earth-shattering reports 
about the state of our Earth. These are 
the doomsday reports about what will 
happen if we do not take bold action. 

The consequences of climate change 
will be dire: a tenfold increase in ice- 
free summers in the Arctic, a 99-per-
cent loss of coral reefs, and a doubling 
of species lost around the world. In 
worst-case scenarios in the Northeast, 
by the end of the century, both the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and Logan Airport will be underwater. 
Climate emissions are not slowing 
down. In 2018, greenhouse gas emissions 
in the United States increased by 2.8 
percent. We have a denier-in-chief in 
the White House. 

This week, Republicans in the Senate 
are poised to confirm a coal lobbyist to 
be the head of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. It is unbelievable that 
we will confirm a coal lobbyist to be 
the head of our environment in our 
country. Andrew Wheeler’s denial of 
the climate crisis should in and of 
itself be disqualifying. His record as a 
coal lobbyist should be disqualifying. 

We should come together and reject 
Andrew Wheeler as the next head of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. The 
impact of climate change on ordinary 
families, on their health, on our Na-
tion, on our security, and on our future 
is too urgent. 

The United Nations tells us that cli-
mate change is an existential threat to 
the planet. It is the national security, 
health, economic, and moral issue of 
our time—of all time. We have a re-
sponsibility to act. We must be bold. 
We must be ambitious. That is why I 
have introduced the Green New Deal 
resolution, because it lays out a seri-
ous, bold, and aspirational set of goals 
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